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such as fire hydrants, street watering, public lavatories,
fountains in public parks; from this also manufactures and
industries would draw their necessary demands. This water
should be stored for a suitable period to remove turbidity, etc.,
and should be soft and not liable to attack boilers; further
treatment would be unnecessary.

Physical Methods of Sterilisation.
Boiling is the only one that has been thoroughly investigated
from a practical point of view, and the general conclusion is
that the process is limited to small installations where the
working costs can be tolerated. Theoretically we could
recover nearly all the energy put into the water as heat, but
in practice the losses by radiation and otherwise make the
method prohibitive on the large scale.
On the small scale, such as in cases with a doubtful water
supply, apart from exclusion of germs by a Pasteur-Chamber-
land filter (Chapter VIII, p. 133), which is rather slow,
heating must be depended upon. Wide hygienic danger
has repeatedly been combated successfully by a local notice
that "all drinking water must be boiled." As a type the
County Medical Officer of Health for Huntingdonshire issued
a warning to his district in September, 1912, that, "owing to
the recent floods and the consequent pollution of wells, it is
advisable that all drinking water be boiled before use/1
After epidemics of typhoid at Lincoln, Maidstone and
Worthing the common features were (i) a polluted water
supply; (2) defects and overtaxing in the company's sand
filters; (3) spread of the disease among the water consumers,
except those who had practised boiling or filtration: (4) no
implication of milk, sewers, or other occasional causes; (5) rapid
decline and almost entire extinction as the citizens began
generally to boil their water or obtain it from other sources.
The lesson drawn was that although the water had been really
dangerous for years and had originated isolated cases, and been
generally injurious to health, and warnings had been conveyed
by Medical Officers of Health and by analysts, the community